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Currently, 362 hardworking Mainers are em-

ployed in the Limestone facility. Aroostook 
County and Northern Maine have already 
been devastated by the closure of the Loring 
Air Force Base. Additional job loss, along with 
the losses due to the proposed realignment at 
Brunswick Naval Air Station and Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard, would have a serious impact 
in Maine. It is important for me to meet per-
sonally with General Newton, along with Gov-
ernor Baldacci, so that we can stress the crit-
ical service that this facility provides for the 
military and its vital importance to the Maine 
economy. 
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INTRODUCING THE FREEDOM 
FROM UNNECESSARY LITIGA-
TION ACT 

HON. RON PAUL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, June 27, 2005 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to in-
troduce the Freedom from Unnecessary Litiga-
tion Act. As its title suggests, this bill provides 
an effective means of ensuring that those 
harmed during medical treatment receive fair 
compensation while reducing the burden of 
costly malpractice litigation on the health care 
system. This bill achieves its goal by providing 
a tax credit for negative outcomes insurance 
purchased before medical treatment. The in-
surance will provide compensation for any 
negative outcomes of the medical treatment. 
Patients can receive this insurance without 
having to go through lengthy litigation and 
without having to give away a large portion of 
their award to a trial lawyer. 

Relying on negative outcomes insurance in-
stead of litigation will also reduce the costs im-
posed on physicians, other health care pro-
viders, and hospitals by malpractice litigation. 
The Freedom from Unnecessary Litigation Act 
also promotes effective solutions to the mal-
practice crisis by making malpractice awards 
obtained through binding, voluntary arbitration 
tax-free. 

The malpractice crisis has contributed to the 
closing of a maternity ward in Philadelphia and 
a trauma center in Nevada. Meanwhile, earlier 
this year, surgeons in West Virginia walked off 
the job to protest increasing liability rates. 
These are a few of the examples of how ac-
cess to quality health care is jeopardized by 
the epidemic of large (and medically question-
able) malpractice awards, and the resulting in-
crease in insurance rates. 

As is typical of Washington, most of the pro-
posed solutions to the malpractice problem in-
volve unconstitutional usurpations of areas 
best left to the states. These solutions also ig-
nore the root cause of the litigation crisis: the 
shift away from treating the doctor-patient rela-
tionship as a contractual one to viewing it as 
one governed by regulations imposed by in-
surance company functionaries, politicians, 
government bureaucrats, and trial lawyers. 
There is no reason why questions of the as-
sessment of liability and compensation cannot 
be determined by a private contractual agree-
ment between physicians and patients. The 
Freedom from Unnecessary Litigation Act is 
designed to take a step toward resolving these 
problems through private contracts. 

Using insurance, private contracts, and 
binding arbitration to resolve medical disputes 

benefits patients, who receive full compensa-
tion in a timelier manner than under the cur-
rent system. It also benefits physicians and 
hospitals, which are relieved of the costs as-
sociated with litigation. Since it will not cost as 
much to provide full compensation to an in-
jured patient, these bills should result in a re-
duction of malpractice premiums. The Free-
dom from Unnecessary Litigation Act benefits 
everybody except those trial lawyers who prof-
it from the current system. I hope all my col-
leagues will help end the malpractice crises 
while ensuring those harmed by medical inju-
ries receive just compensation by cospon-
soring my Freedom from Unnecessary Litiga-
tion Act. 
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HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ST. MATTHIAS PARISH 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 27, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of the leaders and 
members of St. Matthias Parish, of Parma, 
Ohio, as they celebrate twenty-five years of 
faith, guidance and hope for parishioners, and 
for the greater good of the community. 

Twenty-five years ago, St. Matthias was es-
tablished by the late Bishop James A. Hickey. 
Bishop Hickey was later appointed to serve as 
Cardinal James A. Hickey. He announced that 
St. Matthias, a former mission parish, would 
now evolve into a full-fledged parish. Father 
Vincent Moraghan became the first Pastor of 
the church. On June 28, 1980, the first Mass 
was held at Green Valley School in Parma. 
The friendly and warm atmosphere of St. 
Matthias Parish has remained constant 
through the years. This spirit of cooperation 
and unity brought forth the planning and con-
struction of a new church and rectory, com-
pleted by 1987. Following Pastor Moraghan’s 
retirement, Father Raymond Sutter was ap-
pointed as Pastor, and continues his service 
to St. Matthias to this day. 

The leadership and members of St. Matthias 
are a unified force of strength and assistance 
for many within the parish, and also for those 
in need, outside the parish. Volunteers con-
tinue to plan and implement programs such as 
the Volunteer Visitors Program, St. Vincent 
DePaul Society, Red Cross Drives, and the 
‘‘Manna’’ Fundraiser, all of which serve to pro-
vide assistance and lift the spirit of individuals 
and families throughout our community. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of every leader and 
member of St. Matthias Parish, as they cele-
brate twenty-five years of offering spiritual 
guidance for countless families and individ-
uals. Since 1980, the parish has evolved in 
structure and location, yet it remains a steady 
beacon of light, faith and hope, that embraces 
the spiritual needs and everyday struggles of 
all parishioners. 

HONORING ZACHARY AGETT UPON 
RECEIVING THE J.C. MATTESON 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 27, 2005 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend Zachary Agett, a resident of Chau-
tauqua County, City of Jamestown, upon the 
occasion of receiving the J.C. Matteson Me-
morial Scholarship. 

Zachary was awarded the scholarship for 
his honorable character and athletic achieve-
ment. Both on and off the football field: Agett 
diplays dedication, selflessness, integrity and 
leadership, many of the same admirable at-
tributes that J.C. Matteson demonstrated. 

This scholarship fund was established by 
the Chautauqua Region Community Founda-
tion in honor of J.C. Matteson who died a very 
honorable death in Iraq last October. J.C. 
Matteson was a student and football player at 
Southwestern High School. 

His father, James, plans to head up the 
fund-raising efforts for the scholarship for 
years to come. James Matteson’s goal is to 
raise $29,000 and award two $1,000 scholar-
ships in the coming years. 

In the fall Agett plans to attend Washington 
and Jefferson University, where he will play 
football and major in biology. It is a wonderful 
honor to share the characteristics possessed 
by a fallen hero. 

Zachary Agett is an upstanding young man 
and I am proud, Mr. Speaker, to have an op-
portunity to honor him today. 

f 

TECHNOLOGY, TRADE AND CHINA 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 27, 2005 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, Harris Miller, president of the Infor-
mation Technology Association of America, re-
cently wrote an opinion piece for the San Jose 
Mercury News. In this piece, Mr. Miller ad-
dresses some serious concerns about the Chi-
nese government’s trade policies and their ef-
forts to control and limit information on the 
internet. Mr. Miller makes some excellent 
points and I encourage all of my colleagues to 
review his article. 
[From the San Jose Mercury News, May 23, 

2005] 

IN WALLING OFF SOFTWARE MARKET, CHINA 
FORGETS TRADE GOES TWO WAYS 

(By Harris N. Miller) 

Chinese trade practices have long been the 
subject of complaint from U.S. manufactur-
ers, particularly in the textile industry. 
American high-tech firms now see the storm 
clouds forming for their own business sec-
tors. Two trends are particularly disturbing: 
China’s leaders are quietly closing the doors 
to domestic market software competition 
while simultaneously attempting to expand 
government control over the Internet. 

Despite U.S. protests, the Chinese govern-
ment has published draft regulations that ef-
fectively would close China’s government 
market to American and other foreign soft-
ware companies. Software is likely to be the 
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